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RIDES 7 {00G i The. is 
Ly y Here are ſeverall Letters Fd i entituled Love's Letters, E pagnnns to have poſt be- 

"M7; 1ween M. Love and biWife : Which Letters.@repot-Printed by true and'exa® Copies, - 
F A © baving in them bcth more and leſs a ey als bave. Now to prevent the like incon- 
,  venience for 1he future, theſe Letters etitions are bere publiſhed. The publiſhing of 
| 4 8 which, will ( Thope_) give no offence; 1 am ſure can, give no juft offence to ay: und if 
- An HOP. any ſhall take offence thereat, "certain 1 am, they take that which is net given them; 

_ any! that they cannot do, unleſs they will be injurious both to themſelves and others. But whaber offended, © 
- af-notwffended, [am nat,need not be ſollicitow 5; the rather, for that T can truly ſay,it is at as great a difancs 


- om any intention in the leaſt to give offence,or tisfFom my apprehenſion to imagine that the publiſhing of theſe 
_ ſhonlg give juſt offence to any. S. %. . | | 


y hs 5 | 
. . The Petitions are-{ame of thoſe ( and thoſe very afſeHionate ones) which Miflris Love preſented ta, the 
Parliament in the behalf of that bleſſed Saint anf Miniſter of Chriſt ber dear Hasband Mafter Love ; and * 
that dither for the taking off the ſentence of death,wphich be theni{ny under,and ſo'whelly to remit it ;, or if not 


- 


ff 1hat, for bis baniſhment and if neither of them, For bis reprieve till ber delivery" ſbe being then big with 
Fo perorhee ſhe might with greater hope and pr ability ole fery, both 19 hey ſelf and unborn babe, under- 


go ſo ſad and ſore an afflittion,  _. -- $ &s. | : 
The Letters are, ſome from Miftris Love to her hushand, which-agdin occafioned others fo him to-her; 
' Now Maſter Love having bis wiſe fequently with him inpriſong after his tryall wak ordered, bad thereby 


tons which be ha oth of it, and of bis ſufferings, (which accordingly be did, ta bet exceeding great ſatiſ- 

fafion and comfort) ſo alſo to Fo that to ber, that. might be, and that afterwards did prove to bee great 

means of ber ſupport, under thoſe trying and preſſing affiitions with whichſhe did encounter : «nd upon that 

" accou id we bx indeed did not need to write unto ber-ſo fully and largin, as uberwiſe he would have 
't 


Frank PI. open his very heart unto her, in reference to hit own eflate ang, conlliticn, and the apprehen= 


et theſe brief Notes of bis (* for ſo they would rather be called that Leners) which were not by 
1 9 be publiſhed, do clearly and abundaxt ly, evidence, whaty and how indeared his ; —_— 
is wife and children : and will (] dgnbt net) be an anſwer ſufficient tathat charge of unna'n- 
falneſs that is In print againft him: Though, I may ſay, as to thoſe thay knew. bim, or bave but the-leaft de- 
gree of that chaxity#hat is called common, remaimng in them ; that unchriſtian charge, and moft malicious 
flander ( imve by the father of lyes bimſelf, with many more of the ſame Satanical produttion_) of that 
feul-mouth'q, falſe-mouth'd Animadverter and impudent Detrattour, needs no anſwer. And notwithſtand- 
ing a'l that hath been ſaid by that DoQtor of the Chair of Scorners, ( whoſe deſign ſeems to be to Fight 
' men more with the rabþle of bis words, than with the reaſon of them ;, the former þ Figs not morgfor dab, 
rh an the latter feeble, Mafter Love, though dead, yet is not dead; fo Ht SGOODNallk[ryss, 
and the remembrance of it to the godly, is; and will never ceaſe to be, even th perpetual gener ations, as a box 
of moft precioua.and colily oyntment broken or poured forth, the Neaſont ſau and. ſweet perf ume whereof, 
- it ſelf every\way, tven tothe ſcattering and overcoming of alt os Bree an{«veury breath of 
reproach and calumny, that by the ſons, yea,and daughters too.vf flander,with great indeavour would be, but 
by no means whatſoever can be cait upn it, and tothe refreſh ng and reviving of every one who is within the 
reach of its ffagrant and.por fuming edour. EACRIR SN IC 43 Rh. as A by 03 a 28757 
"Th thr Lytere,re an ram MJaque 15 Love, which Jaquel was one ooh wheneſeraqunſ bil. 
The reftsffo ſeveral of thoſe Minifters,whs (as to impriſonment) were bis fellontaſtſferers; which Linteri 
do ſuffictently demonſtrate,what theingboughts and apprehenſion; were of M.Loves ſuſferings,and do all con- 
rain inthem v2ry precious and Pirituall matter,that may be of confilerable vſe, as in general to ary that (hall 
peruſe themnſo eÞecially to thyſe who are,or hereafter may be in a ſafſering condition, * © + » 
Reader, They are intended for thy benefit, which that thou reap bythem,is1he defire of 
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Supreme Authority, chePantianuar 
of the Common-Wealth of ENGLAND. 


The humble Petition of M a n v, the diffireſſed Wife of 
"oy ; Cunritsrornan LOYB. q*. | 


- ol » Hat whereas the High Court of Juſtice hath latcly ſentenced to death her dear and 
Pa YE tender Husbands in whoſe life, the life of our Petitioner is bound up; inthe exe- 
| 9 T&,* cution of whichſentence, your poor hand-maid ſhould become an unhappy wis 
&y dow, and the miſcrable mother of rwo young fatherleſs children : And ſhe being ſo 

. (FG t: { near to her appointed hour,having ſorrow upon ſorrow, be forced, through unex- 
x fe SIX prefable grief, ro bow down in travell, and give up the ghoſt 3 and ſo with one 

LE SMALL blow,there be deſtroyed, both Father,and Mother,and Babe in one day. 

- Yether ſpirit is ſomewhar revived with the thought thar there is hope in Iſrael concerning this 
thing, when ſhe confiders, that her humble Petition is this day preſented before ſo many profeiling 
godlineſs, who have taſted abundantly how gracious the Lord is, and who through mercy are called 
of God to inherit a bleſſing, and to be a bleſſing tothe afflifted in the midſt of the Land. 


- - Therefore your diftreſſed hand-maid,throwing her ſelfin all humility ar your feet,beſeecheth you 
| "ds womb that bare you, and breſts that gave you ſuck, in the bowels of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt,mercifully to interpoſe,that this fatall blow may be prevented : which a of compaſſion 
in-you, will be to-your poor hand-maid as reſurreftion fromthe dead ; and not only all the ten» 
| Nochers in England,buteven the Babe yer unborn ſhall riſe up and call you blefled; 

and this will be to you a glory, and crown of rejoycing in the ſight of the Nation, when the 
bleſfing of them that are ready to periſh ſhall come upon yon. And your poorhand-maid hum- 
bly conceives, That your mercy herein will be no danger to the Srate, for that your poor Periti- 
oners Friends are willing to giveall ſufficient ſecurity,that her Husband ſhall live peaceablyan@ 
quierly for the time to come, and never a&t any thing to the prejudice of this Commonewealrh, 
and preſent Government. 


ed 


Now the God of heaven bow your hearts to ſhew mercy : 
1% ® And your Petitioner ſhall pray, &e. 
. . MARY LOVE, 


© To the Supreme Authority, the PARLIAMENT of the Common 
FER .walh of ENGL AN D. 


The bumble Petition of Mary, the Wife of Chriſtopher Love, 
| . Condemned to aye. 
Sheweth. 


Hat whereas your diſtreſſed hand- maid hath in all humility, in the exceeding great bitterneſs of 
& her ſpirit,poured our her very ſoul to this Ronovrable Houle,for the life of her condemned Huſs 
band:which Petition was mercifully reccived and read in Parliament(a5 your Petitioneris informed. 
For which high favaur ſhe defireth to bleſs God, and be thankful ro your Honours. And alchou 
ſhe harh great cauſe x6 ny ſenſible of your High diſpleaſureagainſt her Husband, for which ſhe 
5 heartily ſorry 3 Nevertheleſs. ſhe hoping that your bowels yearn towards her in this her ſad condi» 
| _ cj0n,adventures once moreomake herhumbleſupplication, and dothipray,"*”” be 
-B our poor Petitioners Husband hath provoked you ſo far, as to render him utterly anca» 
þ- , © yubicof 76a fat Fracio 
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Thartif'y 
® y uſly be pleaſed co ler your hand-maid find fo 


lpardon z yer you wollld 


mnact 
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| ter than death, cannot. _ to, Fay 


(2) 


euch favour jn ythr eyes) as has Ten wi ave rs Te pthc rode lolon lajd 
of Abiather choughthou arc inch you pthe momto ta bare yo dh par” 
don your perplexed hand- *__ womby that bare you, and. h 
bref thr gre you ack the bow ofthe Lord Ju him for a rime.cill [ 
may recover her ſtrength,before he depart hence and be ſeen no morezleſt at one terrible ſtroke 


in his execution, the lives of him,her and _— tender babe in-her womb be cur off, and rwo pour 
innocent Orphans beleftbehind to begin and end their dayes in miſery. And t he may nor :- 
be ovughn worthy to breathin Engliſh aire( which God forhid)yer give him,Oh giv Gre leave 
ro ſigh our his ſorrows under your diſpleaſure in the utmoſt parts of rhe Earth, -whereſoever 
you ſhall think fit to baniſh him : Whick alchough ic be 8 very great puniſhment in irſelfz yer 

your hand-maid-and ker dying Husband ſhall acknowledg e1 even this tobe a great mercy, and 
ſhall rhankfully receive it at your hands. 

And ſhall pray, &c. 


"i MARY LOVE. 


————— 
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To the Supreme Authority, the Þ A R LI AM E N T of the 
Common-Weakth f EF NGLAN D. n 


The humble Petition of Mary, the Wife of Chriſtopher Love. 


Sheweth, 


"Tx your poor Petitioner hath great cauſe to ſay,bleſſed be Godid bleſſedbe you;for your mer= 
cifoll Vore the 1 5*k of Fuly, (a day'never tobe forgotten ) in adding a moneth ro rhelife of her 
dear 1 pro harh opened a door to her in the midſt of the valley of Achor,and made 
her glad, though ſhe be a woman of a ſorrowfull ſpirit : yet your diſtreſſed hand-maid is overwhel- 
med with grief and anguiſh of ſoul,ang cannot be comforted,when ſhe remembers the dolefull day, 
the 15t-of Auguſt ſo near approacking,her heart doth almoſt dye within her, and thei is as one giving 
up the ghoſt before ſhe is delivered of the fruit of her womb. 


 MWherefore:your greatly diſtreſſed hand-maid: doth again Pour out cher foul ith r alrwet and 
| Importunate requeſts, befeeching your Honours to commiſerace her, d le condition, by 
purtingon bowels'of piry and compaſſion rowards her dear and condemned Husband,thar ſhe 
may not grapple with the intollerable pains of Travell, and the u pat { vir: thoughts of hep 
Husbands death in one day, . Oh that the life of your hand-maid an babe might be a ran» 
ſome for the life of her condemned Hnsband; ſhe had rather chuſe our of love to dye for him, 
than for ſorrow of heart to dye with him. Now the good Lord incline your hearts ro give him 
kis life ſor a prey, whereſoever i it ſhall pleaſe your Honours to caſt him, 
Andjos Fetrime flier Je &c. 
MARY LOVE. 
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To the Supreme” Adrhoriey; the PARLIAMENT of the 
Soma weale? of ENGLAND. 


; The | brake Perition of Mary, thrdfeeſe wi 0 /Onilopher Love, 


ainly feel 47 1: i 29 6.100%, , 
Te your ſadund forrowfll Pot, SPL ried. of her fears herewith her ſpirirls 0+ 
verwhelmed; within her 3; .Afer ſundry act appbcfg 2ns and, grievous di tmienrs, more birt-- 
ne ſiron cries ng upplicacions, as the imt< 
Po ao "And O cha w atlaft, you would fuifer your 


PFrnns Can 
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Sivess to be inreared,and ler your Jo He Lon 


(3) 
{ible Ray? Tlie gremwGothemsthe-orics of bavane!; ghar eh 
On ou *$Þ «> ou _ T3 

n 'whi b 4 y RTE S oY Þf ns { LEY SS: 

Bs nope porn maar ne eden lemons ſacs yu ne 

not'to' ro ſhew y:x@F dur pear ner. e&sz O 

feechngyoane Hand»maid a widow; and her:children farherlek 3. ang Meprh pleaſed to * 

event this dreadfull blow, which your Peritioner gremblethto thigk Ppon,..aud.carneſily be- 
feechies you, 'to change the ſenrenceofadearh. into © ſencenceofbaniſhmege 4 and whileſt you 
are wy g the Goſpel in-:New-England; let her dying: hasband (33 aPropher from the 
idea God your ent: Feſt ned the convetfian of che.poar Indians; that 1o Fama Jouls may bleſs 
waits Es and ſhe ſliall veceiveic fam yo hana in eos 


Fttioner (hal 1749, Wc. 
MARY LOVE. 
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Mr, Faquel Fu one ab Ein Loves, DEI aE: hy 
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My tear fin end, IH behoved:i in nthe Lerdy, K, 43 #Þ 


pray. U regeve - 
9A Tha Yor. ewpry i, 
| Ae of che ek nd 
one and twentieth of Fane might often Oman 199 <a hearthumble "S am] fol- 
1y,in taking my ownand carnall friends {all, and meh Det thoſe that axe right ggdly ; 
which (as I now perceive) did help to bring forth chat ſad, and never ta be forgaeren day,andSen- 
tence on the fifth of Fu) agiaſt my my dear friend. Truly,could not I appeal to God,who knoweth all 
thin whit the iflrention of thy heire was,thinking Limigheracher do-yoh goodthanhure; knowing 

She eg poriE before me, aiid'fearing he had enictt wfonged you, made me willing-rotteftifie what | 

fd belngrold! and informedzit would do you good and wior hurr;being hue Mifprifionarthe moſt. I | 
fay, were itnor for the teſtifieation it mine own conſcience, {4 -werenort able to bear up my ſpiric, 7 
di houl rebar, fink under the burden. Bur when 1 cenſidep ra whom Inow write, who, b 
TROY is ph y, and doth believe whar [ ſay, and will forgivewhat wrongT havedone him, ; 
'and T Hope; wilt pray dotted God and my God, to your Fatherand my Father,thar he will 
not lay this to may charge me tbe as SET choſe Paul chargertrin's Tim. 4.15. 
And deet S! ;Feve [es plexiedto let me ſee your face once more, that 1 may open my ſelf 
l 


i Sari Ti 


to.you,' Tho "96a _ in your affettions. Some norte I have met withall in the word, 
that do (methinks.) ad ou to fall by the hands of vio» | 
lence; asin Pſab-79. 4 1.Þ{al 94+Pſal. 3-ſc many others, that I know you 


- tion to hem whoſe ,POW- 

johoe? ? Mal 6 Medignans an others would nit roo at CO OIL nooks Jaſphems, | 
oach.an 

And ſccondly,Cenfider how would it ſadden the hearts of Godeprople,an ke them wring Ne che 


A ed out in a extraordinary way for you ?” And'thirdly, De rhe ſervice you ma | 
"VE Woes of Chriſt : How many ſouls may Nava he by ob inftrumentailro bring home to | 
£008 whaſerioe ney ye cls i RE PR POT Nets” banyCored 


diall water for fainting times. Bur dear Sinermey —__ begat af you, char you will uſe what means 


S 
NR FREE 


' ; M97. 44S F os (4) ror 3 2 99> , 

not remember you of your dear and precious Conſort, who, I am confident,. is dear. inthe heart of * 

God,and alſo rg you ; and.herilife even. bound up in yours, and her condition being as mths og | 

I tjumþly. beg, you; will eonfider my condition ; for ſurely,in thar day I ſhould hear of yang life be»; 

_. iIngviolently en ay mine would be but little comfort tome,being inftrumentall in taking yours © 

” away, although(the Lords knows )nor intentionally, bar.accidencally. Thereſare for theſe ,[ 

humbly beg of you again and again,rhat you will do what you dare,and go as far as you can for your 

preſeryation ; and the Lord will make youinſtramentall for his glory; ifnor here, yet in ſome other 

place 3 and(methinks )where ever rhe Eord caſt you, 1 contd willinglyma&e that promiſe,and per- 

form ir,that Ruth made to Naomi; and fo I am confident,could& my. dear wife, wha hear I know ) 

bleeds for you, and her eyes run down with tears to God for you, Good Sir, dap; wo reſles, re- 

| menſe me dre" ma) Lt, to ſan pon he ans rt Te cheats Rock of Apes, 

and not upon brokenireads:Amti(Fhope che ftr of Ghkift Fog thee ſupply of your pray- 
| ers,[ ſhall be betrer fortified for the time to come,as Peter was after his fall. F | 

I would fain be remembred to my good friend D* Dy. I hopeT have got. better armour of prbof 

than Thad before z btit Fhope there wilt be no need of ſhewing it about him, For poor Ps. he hath 

wronged himſelf more thtarrany man can,far I hear, he hath fent more Papersof his confeſſion fince 

4 bs 1 12 £8; wh 54 T4 a 62%. of MW, Of: 2:41 


. 
ta 


CdS I have many things more to fay,bur will not-preſame robemaore burdenſome to you at 
this time. Will the Lord ler'me ſee your face once more here ? 1 hope he will: 'However, ir will nor 
| be long before we ſhall enjoy one another if that place, where violent hands ſhall not rouch us 3 and 
{ then erernity ſhall delittfe enotightto praiſe and magnific the Lord for his riches of mercy he ſhews 


 SRIEDT Fa 4 & #4 4 
The Lord flin#byydb, The Lord preſerve you, and put his everlaſting arms under you, and deli. 

ver you: Which ſhall be the cornglt groans and ſighs of him, who is(twhopes )a dear,yet a moſt un- 

worthy Frien&,ne wotthyto be look'dupon by you. © " WO Sc | 
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laid apon you. The « 

Sn. chat Nd £0 el 

elike co bring up 
mer. 


juſtifies, - ndem ainly, that God who hath dont ns ſg much good by a priſon, 
( bleſs be his name) can. do $ not fear them who ar 
worſt can bur kill the body*: #n | Rc. and forget the Lord 
| our Maker, yea, our Redeemer 2. Its tap much honour God laics ſuffer any-rhing for his 
Name and Covenants ſake; that hereby we are ſo indeared in of his Faithfull people, 


{  cline his car when he tabhpreparedthe hearr} Did heever ſet his childrev a begging, bur he had 8 
boon for them ? I need not ſtir up your Chriſtian reſolution, bur defire rather to light my candle at 
your Lamp-Yer,when lately 1 looked upon Kev. 2, & 3. I eſpied no leſs than ſeven rare Cordials to 
erfons in oor condition, Rev. 2.v.59,10,319,27. & c:3.v.5,12,21. 1. Atfteeoflife. 2. Freedome from 

| Fre by the ſecond dearth» 3. The hidden Manna and white ſtone. 4. The morning ſtar and weild- 
ing the rod of: iron. $. The white garments the Bogk of life, and owningvs before his Father. 

6. That we ſhall be pillars in his houſe, having his new-name graven npon.us.-5% That we ſhall firin 

| . his throne, Ge. and all this made over, not 72 yaxots}r, or m9 revixnxorr; but md vor ]e, to bim that 
1 overcoming. A Chriſtian is fure to conquer, if he dare bur fight, and no ſouldier bur he can glory 
; when he puts on his harneſs. The Lord arm you with ſuch courage and wiſdom, that you may avoid 


, 


JMI 


the ſnares, and be above che fary of your Adverſaries. God,” Angels, and Men look upen you 5». _- 


. " . Five _- 4 
is weaving your Crewn : Ne by your exawple,fo hearten his pea=ls 
| dds. 0: 
, x : r LE. IO 


 Jone 1,—5t. 
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C1 
ple,and damp the adrerfary,as they may rejoyce(and blefs God) who favour your righteous deali 
- HE ld '_ + + "Tout noworthy Brather and\Companion in Tribulation, ' + 
-+1.: 7: ahdinithe Kingdome and patience of Feſws Chrift. ' 
on $ | Pre, ſequar, F 


i 


i beg your yragers, and preſent mybeft affeFions to your ſelf and Miftri L.. 
 YAdrather dye with grace, than live with blame ;z. _ 
Far better dye with Love, than live with fhame, 
For my moſt bonenred fiend Mr. 1, OO 


p2:* F FLY #:!8 


* 


Another of Dr. Drakes to Mr. 
Deer Friend, HEM PIE OE 
| be unmindfull of your pexſon and condition, as being nor only in the body, but alſo. in aw 
eſpeciall manner bound with you,: Heb. 33. 3+! And certainly, if habicyalland afive grace be ſuch 


motives of Chriſtian love, is not paſſive grace much more ? To ſuffer for Chrill is a grace, as well as. 
to kelicve in him, Phil.1.29. vuir-roapien, (5c. Qhriſt and his people are:never-more lovely. zhan up- 
onthe Croſs. May we not under. God, thank gur priſon,that we are.ſo gracious this day in the eyes. 
of Gods people,yea,and I am perſwaded,in the eyes of ſome encmicy ?, Muſt not we by ſuffering ens 
ter into glory,as our bleſſed Saviour ?Lab.24.25. Dorh nor Chriſt by this means (cr a higher rate ups. 
on reformation,the Miniſtry,and rhe Government? How do the Northern people prize the Sun.wha. | 
ſc ir bur once in three or 11x moneths? and do not our dunghull-kearts ordinapily value bletlings, 
more by their want, tz2n injoyment?2. ,,,-, 1 oo oo Oo 6 F-5 "8 
In particular, Sir, how are you indeared to God and man in.this call,to be the Proty-(on for or, 
Proton Martyr 3 the Lord inable you by grace,to bear the honour ,as well as the burthen. I bleis God 
. your chearfullneſs and conſtancy, whoſe flame contributes much to the keeping of my poor ſpark 
Ve. O SV - #40 x 
Bur my errand is,if it may be,to prevent the [atter:and may ir ſtand with Gods will, I would nor 
have you Jer to bea Martyr. Haply you will ſay, I wiſh you worſe than your Adverſaties do  iflo, 
yet TI am {ure iris with an honeſter heart, 6&9 c.—., STE FICT PIO A 3 
Sir, Thave only one: ching to adde, which I apprehend 'as a providenee not to be ſlighred; namely; 
that your day of tryall is your day of Jubilee, and your day.of Penrecoft,it being preciſely the fifciertt 
y from your apprehenfion:ofrdered ſo, am confident,by eſpeciall providence,not by the intention 
of the Adverſary : The Lord make ita Jubilee to you,for liberty of ſpirit, and a day of Pentecoft for 
effuſion of the Spirit of grace, wiſdom and uttextance.l ſhall ſay Amen to the Omen,and follow'ir with 
what poor intereſt I have in heaven ; ſtill chooſing rather to dye with Love, than to rule with Lift 
which is the Magna chart of theſe apoſtatizing times, My bett affeRions ro your ſelf,and deareſt con- 
fort, f beg your praycrs,and reſt, _ | | it 


Love. Fane 17, 1651, 


Tore, &c; 
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Another of Dr, Drakes to Mr, Love: 


ME moſt dear and precious friend in the Lord, in whom I obſerved great reaſon,both of love and 
honour,from the firft day thar God bleſled. jane with rhe knowledg of youzbus never more than 
ar this crime, when you-are'aſcending your triamphant chariot; ng;mounting into.the cloud of wit- 
neſſes, Heh. r2.1.ro guide and encourage us who are left yet behind;to run with readineſs the race that 
3s ſet before ws. Sweet Sir, wonder nor youare ſo chearfull;being ſo year your journeys end,fteered 
by. our great Pilot,our of a dangerous-and troubleſome Sca,and entring into the harhourguing off 
our pilgrims weeds,that you may be cloathed with-the whice robes,as a free deniſon-ofthe heaven» /þ 
Feruſalem. miſtook in dreaming of an earthly Fenreeofk and Jubilecythat. go? day I now perceive 

; was an-hint and ſummons to call you to the everlaſting Jubilee above, Heb. r2.v.22,24.2Paraſceve to 
the eternal Sabbath, Heb.4zv.9,10, How much ate we beholding to our very enemics(rather ro op 
| or 
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for them )who never dons more good, than when they think to dous the ſhrewdeſt turn. I wonder 
not now at thar Epinicium of the Apoſtles, Rom, 8: ver. 28, & 33. tothe end, & I Cor. 3: V. 21, 22, 23» 
Death is ſo'far from ſeparating, that it brings us immediarely to Chriſt, Phil. x. 23. and that by a 
ſtroke ſo honourable, ſo cafie, ſo comfortable, ſo ſpeedy, that you need but wink and go to Heaven. 
The Lord is pleaſed ro give you a writ of eaſe,and to pay you your penny at the fixth hour. Bleſſed: 
be God, we lerve agood Maſter, who pats us only upon honeſt and honourable imployments, makes 
our task eafie and ſhort,dorh all our works for u3 and in us; and after all,rewards us freely and richs 
Iy,as if we had earned our wages. Better be Gods hiteling than the worlds darling,Luk, 15.v. 17,89+ 
Dear Sir,I bieſs God for your faithfulneſs, patience,courage, wiſdom, whereby you have both tryed 
and diſcovered the pave aad ſtrength of your Antagoniſts, and ſhewed to your poor unworthy 
f-lloweſufferers, that by grace they are conquerable. The Lord is with. chee, thou mighty man of va- 
ur; goin this thy miglt,” and ſmite the hoſt of Midian as one man, Fudg.6. v.12,14,16. The Lord + 
make youa true Samſon,thar you may do the Devils kingdom more miſchief at your death, than ever 
youdidin all your life. God is now but in his vid methodxo-make the blood of the Martyrs the ſegd 
of his. Church,Col. 1.24. Hiel deſerved a curſe for building Ferico, (Foſh.5.25. but God deſerves bleſ- 
ſing for building the new Feruſalem, though he lay the foundation thereof in Abiram his firſt-born 
(fo is Chriſt, our high Farher : compare Gen.19.5.with 7/a 9.6.) and ſet vp the gates thereof in his 
younger Son Segub,( 1 King.16 laft. Jiuch are we poor contemptible creatures,cexalred and ſtrengrh- 
ned by God, not only to do, bur alto to ſuffer for his Name, ( A#;5.41.” Phil.x.29-) Cauſe, Chutch 
and Coyenane. The Lord is making you ſuch a bleſſed 'Segub : making that fo be your honout, 
ſtrength and ſafery, which many judged to be your ſhame, weaknefs and . Aer Dear Sir, God ho- 
nours you-to be the Elias, and firſt ro aſcend the fiery charior'z May I, without preſumption;be the 
Eliſha,and make two or three beld requeſts unro you :'and firſt let me beg your prayers for a dotble 
portion of your Spirit. Secondly, ler meſee you (if poſfible) before you aſcend, rhough it be bur 
through the larteſs,on your Nuptial morning. Thirdly, ler fafl your mantle,that T may by means of ir 
be inabled to divide Fordan, yea, the Red-ſea; if God call me through ir,and not fink like an Egypiian 
in the-mighty waters, Pſal:32.6: Fourrhly, if chere be any remembrance of things below, inheaven 
( Luk, 16. v.24425,28. ) will you when you are'in the bleſſed Heaven,think of your poor friend, and 
the reſt of your fellow Sovldiers left behind,and labouring in the ſtorme, till Chriſt come to them as 
he doth to you+ Surely the Church rriumphanr/doth not forgerthe Church militanc : and Prager 5. 
no paradax in heaven, (Rev.6.v.9,10.- ) till the body of Chriſt be perfe&ed : If juſtice makes them 
pray againſt enemies 3 why ſhould. nor charity draw our ſupplications for their friends : Surely, 
there is a communion of Saints berween the Church milirant and triumphant z we may bleſs God 
for them,” and cannot they pray for us? The Martyrs would not pray to dead Saints, bur ſome of 
them deſired living Saints:to pray for them, both on earth and in heaven : and I think therein they 
were not ſuperſtirious, Sweet Sir, 1know ro whom I fpeak, and am aſſured, that Love will nor be 
puffed up withyhat. which would ſoon burft a bladder of pride; None higher in Gods eyes than 
thoſe who are loweſt in their ow. | I ſee your time is ſhore, and therefore though my affeRion be 
like Jordan ar the time ofharveſt, I muftſer bounds and banks to = words, leſt f divert andtrou- 
ble you in your paſſage. I doubr not bur you remember that you muſt paſs through the Zordan'to the 
fiery. Ghartot. Jordan was not more effeual ro cleanſe Naaman's Leprofic, than the'River of repen- 
rant tears is to purge the leprofie of fin(Pſal.119.v.136, next after the immenſe ocean of the blond 
of Chrift. It's not Abanah and Parphar will waſhaway the Leproſie, but-Fordan; nor will every tear 
waſh away fin,but penitent-tears;You have bar lietle rhme ro mourn, Chriſt ſtands by with his rows 
el and handkerchief, ſal-5.6.8, Rev.7 laft. #: 21544 If. 25;8, Spiritual forrow' apt joy areinſepar 
ble companions;in this kies ayd the Dovelike ſpirir of comfort loves:thele ſircams,Cant. 3.12, Matt, 
3-0 6. Every true Chriſtian-hath this Rajrſres flartiaip joyned wich Baptiſm. faminis :' And now God 
onours you with Baptiſ. Sanguins ſuperadded:: The cup of teats and cap of comfort may well go 
rogether, and happy. he who cap mingle this drink wich weeping, Pſal. 102, 9. fuch need not fear 
to pledge. Chriſt in his cup.of loud; and 'undoubredly ſhall fir at Chriſts right hand in his Kin 
dom, Matth. 20. ver. 224 23+ though not inctheiſenſe of che two ambitious Brethren. If we'cou 
WEep Or repeat fon any. thing in: baaven oure'ip>would be; becauſe- we wep and 7 . 2 no 
nore. por no _betrer; 08, carth.;;:' Theor enableiyon, and vs all rs 40-inch "GH "a" Hittle 
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2 3t may proyebut z ſhort leave, Gncerin kikelybood (as things ſtand) few weeks, yea, dayes; may 
heaven, | is cumwlative- to their eſſential happineſs. The Lord enable me to imitate your graces, and 
then I ſhall nor doubt to inherir your happineſs, which is only God,the higheſt end, and the chicfeſt 
good. The Lord be nearer to you than your danger, and ſupporc you in the moſt needfull hour ; and 
when gp have done their worſt, receive your ſoul te his mercy,4#. 9. v. $5, 56, 59. Luk, 2,29,30« 


'2 Timo, 7,8. So prays ; 1 2147 
&271 T3 | P bo . Tour poor unworthy Friend, and Companion | 
'<July 12. 1551. : inibe Kingdom and tribulation of Feſws Chriſt. 
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Mr. Robinſon's Letter to Mr, Love. 

- Px? fie loſs which the Church of God will ſuſtain by your death, is a very great trouble to me,and [ 
'&; - doubrnot, bur afar greater to others, whoſe hearts God hath made more ſenfihle vo feel his 
hand. This ſtroke I am confident will be your happineſs,but a great miſery,a lad puniſhmentto many: 
when God hath a purpoſe ro. puniſh many at once;he uſeth to take this courſe. The exringuiſhing ſuch 
a tar, (1 do not flatter you, God knows) cannor bur greatly afflift the whole world. I wiſh heartily 
God would grant me the favour to ſec you before your: wedding day, for [: dare not call ira dying 
day.I hopc1 be in your thoughts when you are at the throne of Grace. Good Sir,heap up as ma» 
fy prayers as you <an for the, poor Ghurch of God before you leave us,ic ſhall be che beſt legacy you 
can bequeath ; -what you ſhall ſow, ſome will hve toreap, and you wil.not be untewarded; Jeſus 
Chciſt had his choughts on the Church even. to his dying hour; good Sir, imirate your Mafter,[ need 
notifay any thing wo by you againf{' the fear- of your approaching day, I drabe not;'bur you 
have ofceg overcome that fear through Jeſus Chriſt, Profetioeft-quamputas mottem:) Tis bur theraking 
of a journey,and though the way be geep,yet its bur ſhort: God brings you the neareſt way. A ſhor- 
ter car'never. had any toreſt, 1 know-yeu have been often upon Mant Nedd, where you have feen 
Canaan,whither. you are going. The Myſticall head cannot be cut off;you have finiſhed your teſtimo- 
ny,and fear norco receive your recompence. Chriſt hath transformed this black Meſſenger toyouin- 


t9 an Angel of Light. How,ſopmozhers may follow you is;known only to God) if we ſtay longer,'ris 


ll yeve Wer : You are.going toyourbed;; the beſt and.lafeft yoa ever flept on; The fieps 
*R/ —— Eg : o 
2 a5 mount Nebo ; The Ax ofthe Executioner will cmoffthe head of fin, and pur an'end ro 
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but to row in a ſtormy. Sea,Moſes was very willing radye,God ſaid,Go wp and dyrzand he went wh and 
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be your comfort, joy, hope, peace, confidence in life and death to all eternity : Yea he vi your 
guide unto death; He will bean Husband and head to your deareſt Wifez He-will be a EE IE 
ro your lictle Babes. This is the confidence, this ſhall be the prayer of '_ ri Dn 

I : SIR SPL 
Aug.19.1651. ; Tar dear Priend, -- 


A briet Note from Mr. Fenkyn to Mr, Love. 


My dear, dear Heart, - 
T Hou art very near to my ſoul. The Lord Jeſus Chriſtſmile with the pleaſanteſt face upon thee, 
that ever he did upon-Sufferer, ——T here ſend thee a Book that I have been much relieved 
by, in my Impriſonment, What ate ten thouſand Deaths, where Chriſt is apprehended by faith ! 
Theſe conſiderations where the leaf is rurn'd down, (pag.335.) do ſweetly ſupport faith. ——I am 
afraid almoſt to ſend theſe thoughrs, for fear over-many notions may diſturb thee. ——T judge 
theſe more profitable than ſpeculative diſcourſes of death. ——The great God, that hangs the Earth 
upon nothing huz fis word, bear up thy ſoul on his promiſes. Oh ſweet, moſt ſure, ſure, ſure (oh 
r:member ſure / ) promiſes z as ſtable as the very Eſſence of God for the performances -whereof 
God hath pawn'd his _ As I live, &ec. | 
. My Heart, love thee, kits thee, weep upon thee,T rejoyce for thee, I ſhall ſee thee in glory. 
Lack Jeſus ſtrengthen thee. He will, ihe ! . glory-The 
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: Mr. Fenkys his Letter to Mr. Love. 
| My dear Heart, | | | 
Js me not of this backwardnelſs to caſt in this mite. I was hardly perſwaded of the fitneſs 
ID hereof: your greater danger is in the plenty of theſe rokens,copſidering your own ſtore. Though 
your appetite be never ſo good, it's impoſſible you ſhould conco all the tood diſh'd up in Books, 
Friends Papers, and your own Medications by and for you. I ſhall defire to make up my Paper-de- 
fe&s by fervent prayer : and oh thar I could pray fo this once, as if I were not to do it a ſecond 
rime. My only counſell mpſt be, that which I know hath been your only care,and will be your on- 
ty comfort ; namely, cachou ſleepin Jeſus. Thou ſhalr not ſlgep (thaugh that were much) in the 
lap, boſome, and arms of Jeſus bur in this ſleep he looks upon thee as a piece of himlclf, even as 4 
member, a dear limb. In dying thou ſhalt not dye. They who are fallen aſleep _ 
in Chriſt, periſh nor. Chriſt the firſt fruirs (a moſtſweet reſemblance) the happy 1 Cor. 15.18,20, 
hanſell of the grave, the firſt born from the dead, che Head of rhe body, did-riſe 
from the dead as ſuch, and not as a private perſon : So that our reſurre&ion is Colofſc x. x8; 
(even now) in its cauſe. The union 'rwixt Chriſt aad thee (and this union is not 7 
only *rwixr-Chrift and thy foul, but thy body alſo; and therefore he is the firft fruits of the dead) 
cannot be broken off by death. Chrift ſhould rebell againſt the will of his Father, (which-were 
blaſphemy to think} if he ſhould loſe any thing which his Father hath given him z as he ſhould, 
were it not to be raiſed up art the laſt day. Chriſt is thevery RESURRECTION, and he that 
believeth in him, though dead, yer ſkall live. Oh, how hath Chriſt perfumed the grave, and beauti- 
fied the griſly face of Death! Death is (now ) a priviledge, our beſt friend next co Chriſt, and the 
truth is, all our moanes and ſorrows in this life, are for want of that which we ſo much fear, death 3 
as the child that cries for want of ſleep, and yer cannor endure to undre's and goto bed. My dear 
heart! thou haſt better cloaths to'puron in the morning of che ReſucreRion ;- This 
mortall ſhall put on immortality. Thy garment of grace hath had many ſpots, perhaps; Epbeſ. 5. 27. 


this day thou ſhalt take thy leave of mourning for them, and therefore the Lord help Fude 24.vid. 


thee to mourn more-helily and meltingly than ever 3 but the garment of glory ſhall 

not have one. Lord.is there a condition wherein I ſhall never ſing more,whereia I ſhall have as 

grace as I can hold,and wiſh,and will defirez wherein I ſhall no more waſh the feer of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and now and then be ſuffered ro'give them a kiſs,but ſhalllye in his bleſſed boſpme,and be claſped in 


- * 


his glorious arms+o eternity! This ts thy approaching happineſs;and every cofnfort,by how muck the 
nearerzis the ſweeter, Now is thyfalyation nearer than when thou firſt believedſt, = | 


(9) 
Oh dear heart !- Now for aſirong faith! oh wreftile mightily with the great God, for ſirengrh to 
yexcome him ; cling aboutthe promiſes, precious promiſes, nor enly for their fullneſs, bur infalli- 
bility 3 advenrore thy foul upon them. The faichfullneſs of God is a foundation which bears the 
eavieft ſtructure, and the greateſt load of fin and expeRation. Jeſus Chriſt calls, beſeeches, 
= -_ ' threatens, and all ro make thee believe. The Lord increaſe thy faith ! thou arc to go 
through a very great work, but Chriſt hath laboured, and thou art but to enter ints his labours, 
Death is but a nominall enemy when Chrift harh difarmed it 3 there is more terror in the pomp of ir 
(as Seneca ſaid) the Scaffold, the Axe, Spe&itors, Reports, than in the thing ir ſelf. Oh how may a 
Chriſtian inſult over it ! 0h Death, where is thy Sting / Chriit hath ſpoiled principalities and powers, 
difarmed, diſrobed them. His death is the death of Death z all ics ſtings are lefrin his fide. Say not 
therefore (Dear heart) who ſhall role away the ſtone from the mouth of the ſepulchre ? when thou 
. comeſt thirher,thou ſhalt find it rol'd away to thy hand. Irs difficvlties and diſtreſſes are taken away 
in Chriſt. To this dear Lord Jeſus I commir thee, who in his due time will wipe away all tears 

from the eyes, and fin from the ſouls of his poor ſervants 3 'and out of all our ſtorms, bring us to that 

haven where we would be. | know not where to break off,and yet not where to leave thee ſo well 


as there. 


Thine in the bowels of this Saviour. 


"=" 


Gs Maſter Caſe to Maſter Love. 
' Heavenly Saint, 
Hou art now awaked our of thy laſt natural reſt,to go to thy eternall reſt : the night is paſt,thou 
ſhalr never know night any more,but Ged ſhall give thee light,and thou ſhalr reign for ever and 
ever, Xev.22.3,445- Thou art now going where thou ſhalt be ina true ſenſe above ordinances, and 
above Scripture, Gor.13.12,13, where God in Chriſt ſhall be thy all in all. Thy priſon ſhall be turn» 
ed into a Palace, and thy filthy garments ſhall he taken away, and thou ſhalc be.cloathed with long 
whire Robes, and in the moment when thy body and head ſhall be ſevered, thou ſhalt be united to 
Chriſt thy Head 3 in him thou ſhalr be crowned, and with him thou ſhalt reign to eternity. 
"oy Ic is finiſhed. 
Fob.17.1,445461 I,13,24. 

Let me ſee that face once more, which I ſhall ſee no morerill the laft day. Send up one ſigh before 

thee for thy following Brother and Companion in tribulation, and in the Kingdom and Patience of 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


Another of Maſter Caſe's to Maſter Love, 
Dear ſoul, | 
T Hon art now going to heaven : to quicken thy deſires, put it into theſe notions, that are moſt ſu- 
table to thy condition. 
- To the weary it is reſt, Iſ4.57.2. Rev.14. 13, 
To the baniſhed home,2 Cor.5.6. 
Tothe reproached glory, Rom, 5.2. | 
To oy - -5%,an and captived. with corruption, it is the glorious liberty of the Sonnes of God, 
om.8.21. 
To the refiſter to bloud,it is conqueſt, Rom.8. 37. 
To the yexed with fin and ſorrows it is the exſtinfion of bath. 
To the hungry ſoul, it is the hidden Manna,Rev.2 2. 17. 
_ To the thirſty,rivers of pleaſure,water of life,fountain of life, Rev.22.17.Pſal.35.8,9. 
To 5 _ ſoul, it is fulnefs of joy, and to the ſorrowfull heart pleaſures for ever more; 
4:,10.8. 
Im a word, To them that have lien upon the dunghill here, and kept their integrity, it is a throne 
vpon which they ſhall ſir and reign with Chriſt for ever and ever,Rev.3.31.& 22.5. 
Pear heart chear up, a ſharp breakfaſt, but a bleſſed ſupper, the ſapper of the Lamb. The Bride» 
groom faith, Lee I come quickly, Let thy rejoy ced ſoul eccho back again, Even.ſo,come Lord Feſus. 
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+ There is but alictle time for prayer left, in that remember me, and then eyerlaſtin halelujahs w 'H 
| bethy work, and reſt. Live for ever with thy God. Amen. : as, we > . 
I ſhall accompany thee with my prayers, though I cannot with my perſon. EY of "<p 
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Miſtreſs Lowes Letter to Maſter Loves. 


My dear heart, 

| | ark; I write a word further, I beſcech thee think not that it is thy wife, but a friend now that 
writes to thee. I hope thou haſt freely given up thy wife and children ro char God,who hath ſaid 

in the 49.of Fer. & v.11. Leave thy fatherleſs children,T will preſerve them alive;and let thy widdow truſt 
in me: thy Maker will be my Husband,and a father to thy children. O that the Lord would keep thee 
from havingone troubled choughe for thy relations, I defire freely to give thee up into thy Fathers 
hands, and not only look upon it as a crown of glory for thee todye for Chriſt, bur as an honour to 
me, that I ſhould havean husband to leave for Chriſt. 1 dare not ſpeak v0 thee, nor have a thought 
within my own heart,of my unſpeakable loſs,but wholly keep my eye fixed upon thy unexpreffable 
and unconceivable gain. Thou leaveſt bur a fiafull, morrcall wife, to be everlaſtingly married to the 
Lord of glory : Thou leaveſt bur children, brothers, and ſiſters, to goto the Lord Jeſus thy eldeſt 
Brother : Thou leaveſt friends on earth, to go to the enjoyment of Sainrs and Angels, and the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfet in glory z Thou doſt but leave carth for heaven, and changeſt a priſon for a 
Palace. And if naturall affections ſhould begin toariſe, I hope that ſpirit of grace that is within thee, 
will quell them 3 knowing that all things here below, are bur dung and drofs in compariſon of thoſe 
rhings that are above. I know thou keepeſt thine eye fixed on the hope of glory, which makes zþy 
feet trample on the loſs ofearth. My Dear, I know God hath not only prepared glory for thee;and © 
thee for it 3 bat 1 am perſwaded he will ſweeten rhe way for thee to come to the enjoyment of ir, 
When thou art putting on thy cloaths that morning, O think, I am now putting on my wedding gare 
ments, to go to be everlaſtingly married to my Redeemer. And whenthe meſſenger of death comes. 
ro thee, let him not ſeem dreadful ro thee ; but look on him as a meſſenger that brings thee tidings of 
eternal life. When thou goeſt up the ſcaffold,think,(as thouſaidft ro me )it is bur thy fiery chariot,to 
carry thee up ta thy Fathers houſe, And when thou layeſt down thy precious head to reccive thy Fa- 
thers ſtroke,remember what theu ſaidſt ro me, Though thy head was ſevered from thy body, yer in 
a moment,thy ſoul ſhould be unired to thy Head the Lord Jeſus in heaven. And though it may ſeem 
ſomething bitter, that by the hands of men we are parted a little ſooner than otherwiſe we might 
have been z yet ler us conſider, itis the decree and will ofour Father ; and it will nor be longere we 
ſhall enjoy one another in heaven again. Let vs comfort one another with theſe ſayings. Be comforted 
my Dear hearr, iris bur a lictle ſtroke, and rhou ſhalcbe there where the weary ſhall be at reſt, and 
where the wicked ſhall ceafe from troubling. Remember,though thou maiſt eat thy dinner with bitter 
herbs,yet, thou ſhalt have a ſweet ſupper with Chriſt that night, My Dear,by-what I write unto thee, 
I do not hereby undertake to teach thee; for theſe eomforrs [ have received from the Lord by.thee: 
T will write no more, nor trouble thee any further, bur commit thee into the arms ofthat.God, with 
whom ere long thee and I ſhall be. Fatewel,my Dear,[ ſhall never ſee thy face more, till we beth be- 
hold the face of the Lord Jeſus at the great Day. 


July 14. 1651. MARY LOVE. 


_————— 


————— — 


Another of Miſtreſs Lowes to Maſter Love_y. 


My heavenly Dear, 
Call thee ſo, becauſe God hath put heaven in chee,before he hath taken thee to heaven; Thou now 
beholdeſt God, Chriſt and Glory as in aglaſs 3 butro morrow, heaven gates will be opened, and 
thou ſhalt be in the foll enjoyment of all thoſe glories, which eye hath nor ſeen, nar ear heard, neither 
can the heart of man underfland. God hath now ſwallowed up thy heart in the thoughts of heaven 3 
but ere long thou ſhalc be ſwallowed up in the enjoyment of heaven : And no marvel there ſhould he 
ſuch quietneſs and calmneſs in thy ſpirit, whileſt thou arc failing in this tempeſtuous Sea z becauſe 
thou perceiveſt by the eye of faith a haven of reſt, where thou ſhalt be richly laden with all the glo- 
ries of heaven.O life up thy heart with joy,when ——_—_ thy dear head on the blockyn the thoughr: 
| - 3. | of. 


dl 
— 


"(1') 
of this;that thou artlaying thy head to reſt in thy fathers boſome;which when thou doſt awake.fhall 
be crowned;not with an earthly fading crown,bur with an heavenly eternal crown of glory;Aud be 
not diſcouraged, when thou ſhalt fee a guardof ſouldiers triumphing with their trompers about thee z 
bur lift ap thy head,and thou ſhalt behold God with a guard of his holy Angels, triumphing to receive 
thee to glory. Be not diſmayed ar the ſcofs and reproaches that thou maiſt meer with in thy ſhort way 
to heaven z for beaſſured, God will not only glorifie thy body and fout in heaven, bur he will alto 
make the memory of thee to he glorious on the earth! O ler not one troubled thought for thy wife 
and babes ariſe within thee ; thy God will be our God,and our portion; he will bea husband to thy 
widdow, and a farher thy children,-the grace of thy God will be ſo ſufficient for us. Now, my 


Dear; I defire willingly and chearfully ro reſign my right in thee to thy Father and my Father,who 


hath rhe greateſt intereſt in thee. And confident I am,though men have ſeparated us for a time; yer 
our God will ere long bring us together again, where we ſhall eternally enjoy one another, never to 
part more. O let me hear, how God bears up thy heart,and ler me taſte of thoſe :comforrs that ſup- 
port thee, that they may be as pillars of marble to bear up my fmking ſpirir. I can write no more, 
Farewel, farewel my Dear, till we meet there where we ſhall never bid farewell more z till which 
timeTIleavethee in the boſeme ofa loving tender hearted Father, and ſoI re}, 


Till T ſhall for ever reſt in Heaven, 
Auguſt 21-1651. MARY LOYE. 


O——— 


Maſter Lowe to his Wife, when he ſhould have firſt ſuffered, 


"Oy deareſt Beloved, ' 
| Low now going to my long home, yet I muſt write thee a word before I go hence,and ſhall be ſeen 
No more; It is to beg thee to be comforced in my gain,and not to be troubled in thy loſs ; Labour 
ro ſuppreſs thy inward fears, now thou art under outward forrows z as thy outward ſufferings a- 
bound,letthy conſolations in Chriſt aboundalſo.1 know thou art a woman of a ſorrowfull ſpirit. My 
time is ſhort,T have but a few words of counſel to give thee,and then I ſhall leaye thee to G6d,who 
careth for thee and thine, rx, Whil:cs thou art under deſer tions, labour rather to firengthen and clear vp 
thy evidences for heaven,than queſtion them. 2. Remember a faith of adherence, or reliance on the 
Lord Jeſu3,brings thee to heaven,though thou want the faich of Evidence or Affurance:3. Labour to 
find that(and more alſo Jin God, which thou haft loſt in the creature. 4.Spend not thy days in hea- 
vineſs for my deathzif there were knowledg of things below,or ſorrow in heavenzI ſhould grieve ro 
think my beloved ſhould mourn on earch. 5. Lye under a foul-ſearching Miniſtry : I know thou art 
not a ſpungy hearer,ro ſuck in foul water as well as fair. God hath given theea good underſtanding, 
to be able to diſcern things that differ ; as the mouth taſts mear,thy ear tryeth words. 6. Be conver= 
ſantin Chriſtian meetings, and much in the exerciſes of the duties of mortification, in faſting and 
prayers yet havereſped to che weakneſs of thy body and thy preſent condition. 7. Have a care of 
thy ſelf and babes, God will take care for thee and chem. I can write.no more ; farewell my Dear, 
farewel,farewel. Theſe are the laſt words written by 


Thy dying, yet comforted Husband 
From the Tower, . 
Fuly 15. 1651, CHRISTOPHER LOVE. 


Y Dear, I beg thee to be ſatisfied : my heart is greatly comforted in God ; I can quietly ſubmir 
to the good pleaſure ofhis will, and I hope thou doſt ſo alſo ; I am delivered by the determi- 
nate counſel of God,the will of the Lord be done. Read for thy comfort when I am dead and gone, 


Fer. 49. 11- and the beginning of the 112, Iſa, $4. verſ. 5, 5, 7, 8. Pſalm 145. ver: 9, 2 C0r.4. 
- Yer. 17,18, Heb. 12. ver. 6, 7. 


Another 


9, _ 
1 | "ſe. Another of Maſter Loves to his Wife. * -=29 


| More dear to me than ever, +2 
- FF adds to my rejoycing;that I have ſo good and gracious a wife to part with for the Lord Jeſis:In 
chy grief, I have been grieved 3 butin thy joy, I have been comforted. Surely, nature could ne 
help thee to bear ſo heavy a ftroke,with ſo much ſilence and ſubmiſſion to thehand of God! O deat- 
eſt,every line thou writeſt,gladdeth my hear. I dare not think that there isſuch a creature as'Mary 
Love in the world 3 for Kit,and Mafl,I can think of them without trouble, leaving them to ſo good 2 
God,and ſo good a Mother. Be comforted concerning thy Husband,who may more honour God if 
his death than in his life 3 the will of che Lord be done, he is fully ſatisfied with the hand of God. 
Though there be bur little berween him and death, he knows, there is bur little between him and 
heaven; and that raviſheth his heart. The Lord bleſs and require thee for thy wiſe and good counſel; 
thou haſt prevented me;the very things I thought to have written to rhee;thou haſt written to me : 
I have had more comfort from thy gracious letter, chan from all the counſel I have had from any 
elſe in the world ; well, be aſſured, we ſhall meet in heaven, I reſt, till I reſt in heaven, 7 


# 


From the Tower, Thy dying, but comforted Friend, © * 
the Lords Day. | CHRISTOPHER LOVE. 
f Another of Maſter Lowes to his Wife, 
' . My deareft delight on Earth, ' 


] Was faſt aſleep when thy Note came.1 bleſs God,1 break not an hours ſleep for all my ſufferiogsz 

I know they. work for me 4 more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. I ſlept this night from ten ac 
night, till ſeven in the morning, and never waked. My Dear, I am ſo comforted in the gracious ſup- 
ports God gives thee,that my burdens arethe lighter on my ſhoulders becauſe they are not ſo heay 

= on thine;or ifrhey be heavy,yer that God helps thee to bear them. The Lord keep it in the purpole 
of our hearts for ever, to ſubmit to the good pleaſure of God, I bleſs God I do find my heart in as 
quiet and compoſed a temper as ever I did in all my life, I am till I dye, 


From the. Tower, . Thy tender hearted Hucband, he 
Avgaſt 18. 1651. | CHRISTOPHER LOVE 


—— 


Maſter Loves laſt Lerter to his Wife,onag day he ſuffered. 


* My moſt gracious Beloved, ; 
Am now going from a Priſon to @ Palace ; I have finiſhed my work, I am now to receive my wa- 
ges; 1 am going to heaven, where are two of my children,and _— thee on the where are 
three of my babes3thofe two aboverneed not my care,but the three below need thine. It comforts 
me to think two of my children are in the boſome of Abrabam, and three of them will be in the 
arms and care of ſo tender and godly a Mother: I know thou art a woman of a ſorrowſull ſpirir, yer 
be comforted : though thy ſorrow be great for thy-Husbands going out of the world ; \yet thy pains 
ſhall be the leſs in bringing thy child inte the world;thou ſbalt.be a joyfall Mother,though thou beeſt 
aſad Widdow. God hath many mercies in ſtore for theez the prayers of a dying Husband for thee 
-will notbeloſt. To my ſhame I ſpeak it, I never pray'd fo much for thee at liberty, as I have done 
in priſon. I cannot write more, but I have a few practical counſels to leave with thee, viz. 

1. Keep under a found,orthodox,and ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry; Oh there are many deceivers gone 
out into the world,but Chriits ſheep know his voice,and a ſtranger will they not follow. Attend on 
that Miniſtry that teaches the way of God in truth,and follow Szlomons advice, Provy.19.27. Ceaſeto 
bear inſtru{tion that cauſes rs err ffam the ways of knowledg. RES AE 
--2. Bring up thy children in the knowledg and admonition of the Lord : the mother ought to be a 
reacher in the fathers abſence, Prov. 19. 29, The words which bis mother taught. him : and Timothy was 
inſtructed by his Grandmother Lois, and his mother Exnice, 2. Tim. 1.5. FEA | 
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3. Pray inthy family daily, that thy dwelling maybe in the number of the families thar do call on 


4. Labour for a meck and quiet ſpiric, which is in the fight of God of great price,r Pet.3.4. 

s. Pore not on the comforts thou wanteſt, bur on the mercies thon haſt, . 

6. Look rather at Gods end in affliting, than ar the meaſure and degreeof thy afflitions. 

7. Labour to clear up thy evidences for heaven, when God takes from thee the comforts of earth, 
that as thy ſufferings do abound, ſo thy conſolations in-Chrift may abound much more, 2 Cor.1.4. 

8. Though it is gosd to maintain a holy jealouſic of the deceirfulneſs efthy heart, yet it is evill for 
thee to cheriſh fears and doubts,about the truth of thy gracesy If ever I had confidence touching the 
grace of another, I haye confidence ol. in thee; E can ſay of thee as Peter did of Silvanus, Lam - 

waded chat this is the grace of God wherein thou ſtandeſt,r Per.5.12.0h my dear ſoul,where= 

re doſt thou doubt, whole heart hath been upright, whoſe walkings have been holy, (Fc. I could 
venture my ſoul in thy ſouls ſtead, ſuch a confidence have [ of thee. | | 

9. When thou findeſt thy heart ſecore, preſyumptuous and proud, then pore upon corruption, 
more than ugon-grace.z but. when thou findeſt thy heart doubting and unbelicving,then look on thy 
graces, not on thy infirmities. rt whos "kt 3 TITS 

x0. Study the covenant of grace and merits of Chriſt, and then be troubled if thou canſt. Thou 
art intereſted in.ſuch 4 covenant that accepts purpoſes for performances, deſires for deeds, ſincerity 
for perfe&ion, the righteouſneſs of another,vi. thar of Jeſus Chriſt,as if it were thine own. Oh my 
Love ! reſt, reſt then in the love of God, in the boſome of Chrift. 

*11. Swallow up thy will in the will of God; it is a bitter cup we areto drink,but it is the cup our 
Father hatch put into our hands. When Paul was to go to ſuffer ar Feruſalem,the Chriſtians could ſay, 
The will of the Lord be done 3 Oh, ſay thou, when I go to Tower+hill, The will of the Lords 

One. : ; '2 es FT” 

x2. Rejoycein my joy 3 to mourn for me inordinately, argnes that either thou envieſt;or ſuſpeKeſt 
my happineſs. The joy of the Lord is my ſtrength, oh let it be thine alſo. Dear wife,farewell ; I will 
call thee wife no more,I ſhall fee thy face no mare : yet I am noe much tronbled,for now I am going 
to meet the Bridegroome the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom I ſhall be eternally marryed. 


From the Tower of London | Thy Dying, - yet 
en ne 1652, | Seca matic me 


The day of my glorification, AﬀeRHionate Friend till death, 


CHRISTOPHER LOYE. 
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